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not realise the painful helplessness of their own institutions to help themselves. Mr. Baldwin was soon to be the scapegoat for every consequence of forced stagnation, and the only relieving feature was the fact that Lord Beaverbrook struck a chord of enthusiasm in a public besotted with self-pity and barren of ideas. The whole burlesque relieved the tension of the tedious days of the second Socialist Administration. It was a light curtain-raiser to the greater tragedy of the financial crisis.
So far as Mr. Baldwin was the central figure his record should not be forgotten.   When he was accused of stagnation it should have been remembered that he was a man of action until he lost his sole objective in 1923.   When he was baffled by the state of affairs, it ought to have been conceded that at least he understood the Tariff question.    The most consistent record in public life had been his service in the cause of Empire Trade.   He had fought the whole issue at different times; taxation of foodstuffs, safeguarding and subsidization.    From boyhood he  had  demanded proper treatment for the home producer.    His utterances before the war expressed the same sentiments as those in 1930. If he was to be criticised it ought to have been by the general criteria of his record as a party leader applied in the particular instance.    He had never done, had never been able to do, and no Prime Minister ever will do anything to cement the Empire economically, so long as he represents mere urban and commerical opinion.   That was the excuse in 1930.
The main interest of the conflict was Lord Beaverbrook's attack. He certainly had the widespread consciousness of the Government's inaction to support him. His brilliance was shown by making the demand for "food taxes" the basis of his popular appeal. He scored off Mr, Baldwin by demonstrating that the British public preferred to be * attacked rather than pandered to; and he showed the Conservative Party that orders should be given to an electorate and not favours asked. His service to the fallen